MINUTES OF SAVE MANSTON AIRPORT GROUP PUBLIC MEETING
Date & Time - 26th April 2014 at 14:00 pm
Venue - The Winter Gardens, Margate, Kent
PRESENT:








APOLOGIES:

SMA Committee




         Oscar Maynard - Research & Liaison
Keith Churcher – Chairman and spokesperson




Roger Truelove 
Wendy Fraser – Group Secretary





David Baker
Dan Light – Founder







Martyn Heale - KCC
Ruth Brackstone Bailey – Event co-ordinator & Administrator

Frances Rehal - Lab PCC
Chris Suart – Event Co-ordinator & Spokes person

Dot Flavell – Researcher 

Guests 

Sir Roger Gale – Conservative MP Thanet North

Laura Sandys – Conservative MP Thanet South

Nicholas Reed – Why Not Manston

Russ Timpson –Lib Dem PPC

Roger Latchford – UKIP PPC
George Cunningham – Lib Dem PPC

Iris Johnston – Labour Councillor 

Will Scobie – Labour PPC

Mave Saunders – Conservative Councillor
Ela Lodge Pritchard – Labour Councillor

Steve Alexandrou – Labour Councillor

Robert Bayford - Conservative Councillor
Nicholas Reed – Why Not Manston

Matt Demedts – Manager Spitfire and Hurricane Memorial Museum

Members of the audience, approximately 400 people


Meeting opened 14:02

Click here for video recording of the meeting.
	
	Speaker

	Welcomed people to the meeting and went through Housekeeping. Intro to Dan Light
	KC

	
	

	Dan told the audience how the SMA group started on FB.  Highlighted the positives of saving Manston Airport, more jobs for Thanet, a deprived area, plus the spin offs for the surrounding areas of Kent. Pointed out the advantages of its position near the coast.  Approximately 15000 signatures on the petition, over 3000 members on FB, thanked them all for their great support. Explained he had to leave straight after the meeting  as it was his Mum’s birthday
	DL

	
	

	Keith introduced himself. Lives near Rochester. Is all for promoting Manston as a viable working airport, means jobs for Kent.  Dispelled the myths re Manston, especially the ones about poor road infrastructure, has new dual carriageway practically to the door of Manston. Stressed the importance of the future of Manston Airport is in Cargo and distribution, has the potential to succeed in this (widest and long runway). Once successful, then look at the passenger side. Saving the airport not for sentimental reasons, it’s to bring prosperity to a deprived area, Thanet also the wider area of Kent and far beyond.  No to houses on the airfield, will not increase the economic prosperity of Thanet. Will not mean more jobs long term.
	KC

	Apologies to anyone not invited to the meeting that thinks they should’ve been (public meeting). Thanks to members and contributors
	

	
	

	Petition. Ruth presented the online and paper petitions to RG. Over 15000 signatures and rising
	RBB

	
	

	Show of hands for Committee. Keith asked for a show of hands from the attendees for each individual member of the SMA Committee staying in post. Was unanimous that all stayed. Anyone wanting to come forward and join leave name and contact details at the end
	KC

	
	

	Address by RG & LS.  RG apologised he and LS to go straight to another meeting about the airport after they have spoken today. Single objective to “Keep Manston open as a working airport”
	RG

	Why are he and Laura doing this?  This in not political.  It’s about the people, every member to lose their job has a family and there is a ripple effect.  Remembers the little girl Francesca wearing the T Shirt with the poignant slogan asking not to lose her Daddy’s job and the letter she wrote which he handed to Ann Gloag in London.
	

	Dubai has taken over as the number 1 Hub Airport.  Manston ideally placed to take the pressure off Gatwick and Heathrow. 
	

	He and LS both amazed how quickly they managed to find willing investors in Manston
	

	Could not understand why Infratil had not before AG bought it.  Manston must stay open, it is vital! Both for Search and Rescue (Bristows) and Divert and Distress purposes. A week after closure announcement 2 planes diverted to Manston.
	

	Needs to be two willing parties a buyer and a seller, remember though, this is a business operation. Need to find a buyer with finances, integrity and foresight to develop and take Manston forward.  The next few days are delicate and crucial. Half an hour ago held a letter from a bidder with the resources. On Monday AM he will be in the House of Commons with the ‘working group’ for the inaugural meeting, the same evening he will be there for the adjournment debate “The Future of Manston”. Tuesday there again for a meeting with a “Group of Interested parties”.
	

	
	

	Both she and RG are active in campaigning for ‘smaller airports’ with the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
	LS

	Has not been in a meeting as big as this for years, which shows the support of the community, but also business people. 
	

	She and RG are organising a meeting re Heathrow to negotiate to take ‘work’ from them to Manston
	

	Laura strongly reiterated RG’s sentiments re support for keeping Manston open as a working airport. 
	

	
	

	Questions from the floor to RG & LS
	

	Stated that LS and RG had done it all wrong re Manston and should’ve got an ‘Early Day Motion’.  
	Mike Barker

	RG told MB that he was wrong and the answer to MB’s ‘question’ was “In a word. No”.
	RG

	Resident of Manston. Why do companies like EasyJet and BA not want to come to Manston?
	Edwina Steed

	Ryanair were keen to come but said “no” due to their profits warning. Smaller airports have to pay the carriers to come to them, so Manston would have to pay.
	LS

	Cargo should be the main business at Manston. Also Engineering and training need to be taken on board.
	RG

	Is there any truth in the rumour that AG wanted to do things with the airport that have been blocked by TDC?
	Prof Michael Grantham

	Does not know of any other than that of Night Flights. 
	RG

	
	

	Local Resident – AG should ‘gift’ the airport, plus expenses
	Ken Collins

	It’s incorrect that AG bought Manston Airport for £1, other expenses included. Our responsibility to make introductions.
	RG

	Thanked all the councillors for fighting for the future of the airport. Begun to talk about the 106 Night Flights agreement rather than ask a question. WF asked IJ if she had an actual question. She did not. WF asked IJ could wait until the Open Floor session later.
	IJ Cllr

	Local Resident – Why did the press report that Airlines were leaving, when in fact they were being ‘pushed’? Would Cargolux be returning to Manston?
	John Miller

	KLM did not want to leave.  If the airport is saved, KLM may come back. Re Cargolux, Yes, plus there are other operators waiting to come.  
	RG

	
	

	All suggestions, however “Whacky” are welcome, if it means keeping the airport open as a viable concern.  RG & LS left for next Airport meeting. 
	RG

	WNM Speech by Nicholas Reed
	Nicholas

Reed

	Question from the floor – Should the aviation authorities revisit the idea of Manston as a viable small airport and not reject it?
	Beau Webber

	Maybe we should go to London and demonstrate?   *Rapturous applause from the floor. The KLM ‘goodbye’ really brought it home, very sad and emotional, seeing first-hand the effects on people.
	KC

	
	

	Resident of Ramsgate – Asking if she could go to London on 28th to sit in on the working group meeting with RG
	Helen Smith

	Unlikely she will be allowed in as it will be a closed meeting
	KC

	
	

	Ex BAA employee. Engineer- tall buildings.  ‘The Future Potential of Manston Airport’ Irvine Sellar, entrepreneur who developed and co owns The Shard, everything seemed to be against him, planners, finance etc.  He persevered against the odds and managed to secure funding from The State of Qatar, who are now joint owners. Now a great success! For a long time there have been people involved with Manston, but not committed (similar situation). 
	R T

	“The future of Manston is not in passenger flights”.  Opportunity for aircraft recycling. 
	

	8000 wide bodied aircraft waiting to be broken up. Manston is the only place in the country which has a licence to do this. Other potential opportunities are Aircraft/Aerospace engineering and an aviation training college.  Link to Cruise Ship terminals in Dover. HS1 – London is a given. George Cunningham has connections with China, get them to invest. 
	

	
	

	Diplomat in Brussels – Is looking for an investor and a business plan for Manston. Has many international contacts. Needs a good business plan, contributions welcome 
	George Cunningham

	
	

	Used to work for EU Jet and Air Atlanta.  There are local engineering workshops which work in aircraft salvage related industry.  This is “Thanet’s last chance”.  Everyone needs to pull together, councils included. “Do not waste this chance”.
	Gary Easton

	
	

	It may be because of bad news, but it has put Manston on the map. Re Cruise link with flights, it has already been there in the past. 
	Sue Girdler TG Aviation

	Pilot Magazine had a 4-5 page spread on Manston promoting the area, just as the closure was announced. Could not have been worse timing. Pilots were keen to come to Manston before it closed. 

Speech - When TGA heard the news of the closure they were devastated. Personally she has been in the area for 30 years, met her husband here, had children, now grandchildren. The Battle of Britain Memorial Flight use Manston as their base during displays, the Lancaster needs a long/wide runway. If Manston was closed and due to crosswinds both Stansted and Southend were not available, the nearest airport would be Bournemouth! “Lest we forget” is their motto.  Let us not forget the bravery and history surrounding Manston. Thanked all involved with saving Manston. Remain Positive, we’ve saved it before, can do it again. 
	

	
	

	Started in the aviation industry. Brought air shows to Thanet when he worked for TDC, wants to do all he can to save the airport.  Janet Atkinson and Nigel Farage apologise for not coming today. They have a plan to save the airport with KCC now. He is saddened by the Govt not being more active in saving Manston. Congratulated TG Aviation “Do a great job”.  Cargolux are now operating out of Stansted and are having serious problems with perishable foods, as the staff there are taking too long to turn the aircraft round.  Manston staff do it in a fraction of the time.
	Roger Latchford UKIP PPC


	TDC’s 106 agreement (night flights). Thanet cannot operate as a viable airport with such nightflight restrictions. We need employment and long term growth in Thanet. Support the ‘Parkway Station’, all successful airports are rail served. Pledged to fight to save Manston.
	

	
	

	Spitfire/Hurricane Museum Manager. Speaking on behalf of the Memorial Trust. Museum opened in 1981 to house Mk 16 ex operational WW2 Spitfire, second hall added in 1987 to house a Mk llc Hurricane.   Both halls were entirely paid for by funds raised by supporters (mostly local residents). Total cost £130,000. Museum is totally self-funded, never any Govt or Military funding. Stands as a testament to the courage of those who fought in the wars and the dedication of Thanet’s population.
	Matt Demedts 

	The airport owns the land the museum is built on, so effects of closure are speculative until confirmed. If no airport, visitors to museum dwindle as no planes taking off etc. If land developed into housing, museum would be swallowed up.  Whatever the outcome the museum is always looking for innovative ways to attract visitors and will continue to develop if possible. Keep Calm and Carry on the Blitz spirit of this great island.
	

	Questions arising from the floor re museum:
	

	Ex Stewardess – Manston.  What will happen to the museum? 
	Pauline Heyfed

	Will email RG re this question
	Cllr Wright

	Said that she will ensure the museum is safe. KC asked for it in writing.
	Iris Johnson

	Meeting open to the floor

	

	Deals with facts. Christine Lagarde MD of the IMF states The UK has the fastest growing economy in the Western world.  Thanet had 16% more people in jobs than this time last year, which equates to about 800 jobs. The 150 jobs at the airport stimulate another 600 approx outside the airport, which makes almost 800 in total. Wipe the airport jobs out and you lose the 16% growth in jobs we just gained. 50,000 people travelled with KLM last year. They are a good company “KLM, Kent Loves Manston! We want them back here” (*Big round of applause).  Passengers travelled with KLM from Manston to 1. Amsterdam, 2. Dubai, 3. Johannesburg, 4. New York…. And, they came back here, they brought others back with them, we want those people back, now.  A viable, profitable business plan is possible. Met with several business executives yesterday with specialisms in Aviation. Worked robust costings. Manston could make a clear profit in a year of just under one million pounds.  There are 3 ways to save Manston Airport. 1. The Parkway station must come. 2. Air passenger – the Govt needs to abolish it. 3. You cannot build homes there “Say no to bungalows and Yes to aeroplanes” (*Applause!)
	[image: image1.png]Thanet & East Kent
Chamber Limited



 David Foley CEO

	
	

	Kent UKIP campaign organiser – Resident of Thanet.  If there is no buyer for the airport, why can’t we all invest in it?
	Mo Eleanor

	It has been discussed on the FB page. Part council and part public, it has worked elsewhere. May work?
	KC

	Minster Consultative committee – Should the 106 agreement (night flights) be negotiated? There should be protection for the museums
	Danny Day

	Claims they have “fully supported Manston Airport along with LS and RG” Talked about the Enterprise Zone and job creation and about liaising with other bodies over Manston.
	Cllr Clive Hart Lab Leader of TDC

	Was at the TDC meeting last week when CH said he would stick to his decision re no scheduled night flights. He seems to be contradicting what he was just saying. (* Applause from audience). It has been said here today that an operational airport cannot survive without scheduled night flights
	Carol Partington

	 Stumbled over his words and said that he was protecting the environment. (* Booed by the audience).
	Cllr CH

	Used to work for Pfizer, Sandwich, now lives in Basel and works for Pharma company. Basel centre of Pharma industry. Thinks Thanet and Manston could be like Basel, as similar size and very successful. Also she paid for the hire of the Winter Gardens- £200 (*Applause). Suggested setting up a fighting fund to promote Manston. She will double her money. Asked audience if they would be willing to contribute to fighting fund, to stand. Majority of audience stood. 
	Rebecca Baty

	Ann Gloag’s absence noted at this meeting.  He wants the airport saved, as he wants his son to have a future.
	Wayne Ferguson

	Re Clive Hart’s 106 agreement. Has taken far too long. Can they deal with it months rather than years?!! Actions speak louder than words! (*Applause from audience)
	Tony Burgess

	Whitstable resident – Please make sure that the fighting fund and publicity for Manston Airport reaches all of Kent.
	Judith Haynes

	We must work together on this. Originated from Ireland and her aunt lives in Ireland next door to the present Lord Mount Charles whose ancestor’s owned the Manston land at the time of the , when it was sold to the MOD.  Is pretty sure he still has all this information.  Had a call from someone in Ann Gloag’s camp asking what Iris thought about houses on the Northern grasslands and restrictive covenants. Iris told them that if the airfield closed then the land went back to agriculture
	Cllr I J

	There is a major freight event in Washington in June, if anyone can attend? Manston needs to put on the international stage. The big players in cargo and salvage will be there. Time is of the essence
	RT

	WNM will have a stand at Folkestone Air show this year 07/06/14
	NR

	Thinks that it is great that all political parties are supporting this. Has been in direct contact with Mary Gray – Shadow Transport Secretary re Manston. 
	Will Scobie

	Local resident – Works airline defence and security. Re Washington, look closer to home. Farnborough Air Show 14/07/14 and others on our doorstep. She will be going, has connections with the Aerospace Security Trade Association. Don’t forget our local international air shows which are well served by the trade services
	Rhian

Pamphillon

	
	

	Here on behalf of Nigel Farage and Janice Atkinson.  Two points. 
1. London and the South East are crying out for airport capacity, it is insane to close Manston down!

2. Was involved with Executive Jet and Northolt and knows that it is very difficult to close an airport down. The Govt, Local Authorities and CAA have considerable powers. It can be made very clear to any owner of an airport that they will not approve change of use and an airport it must remain.
	Tony Brown UKIP MP candidate

	
	

	It is true about houses being built on the Northern Grassland. He and his fellow farmers have been contacted by a London property developer to give support for 900 houses on the Northern Grassland. (Audience gasped!), He suspects that this has come from the owner. Lived in Manston all his life, there are things about Manston airfield that make it impossible that it could ever be used for houses.   Ballot re night flights taken years ago was totally unrepresentative. Is it possible as there is an election on 22/05/14, for TDC to ask the residents of Thanet again if they want night flying
	David Steel local farmer

	
	

	To Iris Johnston – Can TDC have another ballot re night flights
	KC

	
	

	Bearing in mind the Govt’s apparent lack of interest in this matter, do we think that Ann Gloag is just being used as a ’puppet’ secure land acreage to satisfy the local plan for housing (*applause from audience)
	Gill Cleaver

	
	

	Will Scobie stood in front of the TV cameras at Manston just after the potential closure was announced he said “It looks like it’s all over for Manston”.  That was thoughtless and terrible for the staff and businesses. Please, if you can’t say anything positive, don’t say anything. (applause)
	Sue G TG Aviation

	
	

	Conference in Birmingham, Multimodal. Big Transport Free event. Charles Buchannan from Manston will be there. Iris Johnson said she would try and go, as she is Vice Chairman of a National Tourism association
	Helen Smith

	
	

	Small business, Lab Tools. Supports the idea of a ‘fighting fund’, but a ‘crowd fund’ would be better, as people can pledge and no money is deducted from people until you reach a total and then decide what to bid.  
	Beau Webber

	
	

	Worked for Hawker Sidley and saw them become BA. Lived here all her life. Would be devastated if Manston went. Every Sunday go for lunch at Manston museum, when young grandson comes, they visit the museum. Manston is our Heritage we cannot let it go. (applause)
	Cllr ELP

	
	

	Thanked everyone for coming, thanked the Committee for all their hard work, is sure they will continue to do a good job in the future. Buckets are going round for collection for the fighting fund
	Chris Suart

	
	

	Thanked everyone for the support. 15000 signatures on petition. Need to save Manston. 
	DL

	
	

	Thanked everyone, asked people to spread the word and keep positive.
	KC

	
	

	Meeting Closed at approx. 16:30hrs
	

	………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
	

	£451.34 was collected in the ‘buckets’ from the attendees.  Thank you
	

	£50.00  was taken from that to pay for the extra half hour’s hire of the venue
	

	The remaining £351.34 will be ‘banked’ until needed for costs towards resources for Saving Manston Airport.  All expenses will be documented and declared.
	

	
	

	WF  took contact details for self-nominations for SMA Committee membership.  These will be discussed at the next SMA Committee meeting on 03/05/14


	

	ACTIONS:  (items marked with an asterisk* have been actioned since the meeting)
	

	Iris Johnston. Info re Lord Mount Charles restrictive covenants, follow up
	SMA

	Open bank account for fighting fund *
	SMA

	Contact David Foley re business plan*
	SMA

	Beau Webber’s idea for ‘crowd fund’ explore and implement *
	SMA



	Set SMA up as a charity
	WF

	Night flights, set up online poll *
	

	No date for next SMA public meeting set, due to ever changing situation with the airport
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